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SERMON 
Preachd before 

The Right Honourable 


The Lord Mayor, Cc. 


1 Joun III. 20. 


For if our Heart condemn us, God ts 
greater than our Heart, and knoweth 


all Things. 


4 HE purpoſe of St. John's writing this Epi- 
ſtle, is declar d by him in many places; 
to be, that we may know what Hope we 
have towards Everlaſting Salvation, by 

certain Marks and Pledges given in this Life; from 


hence by viewing and examining things in preſent 
B before 
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before us, we may make a right judgment of our 
State to come, in another World. 

The way, for example, to know that we know God, 
this Epiſtle ſhews, is to keep his Commandments. We 
are to love not in Word, but in Deed, and in Truth; 
to know, that we are of the Truth. Would'ſt thou 
be aſſur d, that thou haſt Eternal Life? If thou haſt 
the Son of God, thou haſt Life ; if thou haſt not the Son 
of God, thou haſt not Life : Theſe things I have written 
unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of God, that 
he may know that ye have Eternal Life: This is the Re- 

cord, that God hath given to us, Eternal Life; and 

this Life is in his Son. Would'ſt thou diſtinguiſh | 
Error from Truth? Fe that knoweth God, ſays | 
St. Fohn, heareth us; and he that is not of God, heareth |} 
not us. Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, and the 
Spirit of Error. Would we know what Confidence 
we have towards God, for Mercy to our Souls in 


iv-20,24- the Great Day? F our Heart condemn us not, then | 


have we Confidence towards God; but, if our Heart | 
condemn us, God is greater than our Heart, and know- | 
eth all thing. 

In which Words, the Teſtimony of our Heart, 
is that whereby we are to know the degree of our 

Hope, and Aſſurance before God. They may there- 
ſore afford us theſe uſeſul Conſiderations, ö 


I. What the Condemnation of a Man's own | 
Heart is. | 


II. To ſhew, that wilful and preſumptuous Sin- 
ners, cannot eſcape the Condemnation of their own } 
Hearts. | 

III. That 


——— 
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III. That God will judge us according to the Sen- 
tence of our Hearts. SN 

I. What the Condemnation of a Mans own 
F 1 bf 

Our Heart, (the Word by which the Hebrew 
ſgniffcautly expreſſes the Conſcience) doth nor 
view our Actions ſo abſtractedly, as not to confider 
them under a moral Relation. For if the rational 
Powers may not only imply apprehend, but muſt 
go on to compare, and form a Judgment, and infer, in 
ſpeculative Notions; much more is our practical In- 
ztelle concern'd, to apply all the Faculties of the 
Soul, in diſcovering the Rectitude or Obliquity of 
all our Moral Actions. And whatever Pleaſure may 
ariſe to the Mind in finding out Truth by Sczentif- 
cal Demonſtrations, yet its preſent Peace, and future 
Happineſs, are of greater Moment to the Conſcience. 


This is a Man's own, immediate, everlaſting Con- 


cern. He cannot know himſelf guilty of Sins, which 
without Repentance, will exclude trom the King- 
dom of God, and be ſo inconſiderate, as not to ap- 


ply the Sentence to his own Soul. When Nathan g xii" 


apply'd his Parable to David, and ſaid, Thou art the 
Man ; he preſently became his own Judge ; the Sen- 
tence which he pronounced againſt the Oppreſlor, 
condemn'd himſelf out of his own Mouth, and forc'd 
the Confeſſion from him, I have ſinned againſt the 
Lord. St. Peter wept bitterly for his Sin of denying 


Chriſt, when the Cock-crowing brought it to his e 
Mind. And Judas could not avoid that terrible Re- I-. 


B 2 morſe 
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morſe of Mind for betraying Jeſus, which drew af. f 


ter it Self-Condemnation , and Self. Execution too. 


For this Condemnation of the Heart, is a Judicial 
Act, and hath the Accuſer, Witneſs and Judge, rea- 
dy againſt the Malefactor; which in External Judi. 
catures, are the diſtin Parts of different Perſons: 
but in the Proceſs which the Conſcience forms, 
we are arraign'd, witneſs d againſt, judg'd and con. 
demn'd by our ſelves; not with that laborious Exer- 
ciſe of Words, and Chain of Conſequences, which 
are the outward Images of our Minds and Reaſonings 
to each other; but by one reflex Thought (rather 
more immediately, than Spirits converle with Spi- 
ritt) doth the Heart of Man tranſact within itſelt, 
all that is neceſſary for its Information and Judg- 
ment. For the Knowledge of the Law being lodg'd in 
the Heart, and the Conſciouſneſs of its own' Tran 
greſſion lying uppermoſt there alſo, nothing hinders Þ 
the Sentence from proceeding immediately; inſo- 
much, that the bare Knowledge of Evil committed, 


is in the Heart or Conſcience, Self-Condemnation. 


And this Knowledge is inſeparable from a Man's } 
own Mind; nothing can be conceal'd from his | 
Heart of his own Actions, nor can any Tranſgreſſion 
eſcape its Cenſure. For the Mind is a pure thinking 
AQ, and will confider that, whereon depends our 
Ultimate and Everlaſting Happineſs. - God hath not 
given us theſe noble Faculties, only to weigh Trifles 
with, and momentary Things, (and endued us with 
„ bu Reaſon, to be like the Beaſts which periſb,)but to direct 
| us to Eternity, and to appeal unto our Reaſon, by 
ls Spirit, and our own Conſcience, in our doing that 
which will forfeit our Happineſs for ever. In the 


ſame 
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ſame manner, that we form Concluſions aright in 
Matters of lower Conſequence; our Rational Facul- 
ties apply d to the morality of our Actions, will make 
the Deduction { as to them) neceſſary and evident ; 
and prove to us, that no Concluſion can be of greater 
certainty, than that which is drawn from theſe 
Premiſes : He that tranſgreſſeth againſt the Law of 
God, is liable to the Puniſhment denounc'd in that 
Law; but in fuch and ſuch Sins, I have been a 
Tranſgreſſor: that Punithment therefore is my Due. 
nor can any thing ever free our ſerious Thoughts 
from this Sentence; but either, 1 our Ignorance of 
the Law : which yet, as natural, is written in the 
Hearts of all Men; and as reveald, hath been 
preachd to all Chriſtians: or 24%, our forgetful. 
neſs of our own Wicked Deeds, but alas! *tis not 
eaſie to lay aſleep our Reflections on what zs paſts 
and our Thoughts are naturally too anxious of 
the future, not to zreaſure them up with dread , 
though it be to their own Torment. Could Cain 
ly from the Cry of Abels Blood? Can the 
Adulterer wipe out the Stain of his foul Act: 
or the habitual Sinner, the Vice he lives in? and 
therefore laſtly, nothing can obliterate the Remem- 
brance of ſuch preſumptuous Sins, and the Hand- 
writing of the Law, but only true end ſincere Re- 
pentance, through Faith; in the Merits of Chriſt's 
Blood ; by which alone weare reconcil'd ro Ged, his 
Divine Law fatisfied, his Wrath appeas d, and ohr 
Sins expiated. | 
And the ſetting up this inward Tribunal in every 
Mans own Heart, 


Ca davgmem dent which art A. 
doth in the higheſt de- 
Tree 
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gree magnifie* the Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Juſtice i; ® 
God. His Goodneſs, in that no Man ſhall ever wan: 
a faithful Monitor in his own'Breaſt, to perſuade ang 
ſolicite him to that, which ſhall be for his preſenc 
and eternal Happineſs” "Herefti hath God fix d his b 
Empire in this Life over our Souls; in order to bring 
them to his Everlaſting Kingdom: for although his 4 
Divine Law declares what is Righteouſneſs, yer it is 
the Heart or Conſcience, which mult co operate 
with his Holy Spirit, to argue its juſt Cauſe, and 
wooe us to Obedience. God's Law, is the ſupreme 
Rule; but our Conſcience, the immediate inward ® 
Judge of our Actions: God by his Law Commana;, 5 
but he convinces and diſpoſes us to obey by the diate | 
of our own Hearts. It is therefore moſt Wiſe in Al- 
mighty God, to conſtitute every Man his own Adv. 
cate, in the Cauſe of his own Happineſs ; for whom® 
beſides, doth it ſo nearly concern? And laſtly, here. 
in God's Juſtice is glorified ; that no Action ſhall 
paſs without irs proper Cenſure, receiving in preſent, 
ſome part of that Reward or Puniſhment, which? 
ſhall make up ſo great a ſhare of our Happineſs or 
Torment hereafter. For what can be more equal, 
than to make our ſelves the Judges of the Fuſtice, and 
the Pronouncers of the Sentence, which we ſhall re- 
ceive at the laſt Day:? and that we ſhall ſtand ac- 
quitted or condemnd at that Bar, not otherwiſe, than 
as our own Thoughts ſhall excuſe, or our own Hearts: 
ſhall condemn us, both here and then. But, 4 


i» 
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II. Do all wilful and preſumptuous Sinners, ſeell 6 
and ſuffer. this Condemnation of their own Hearts - a 


£ 
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All Men have, and generally own, a Conſcience of 


J Good and Evil; for tis as inſeparable from a Ratio- 


nal Nature, at /eaſt, as any other Property that be- 
longs to it: Tocall,Good Evil gp: | - 


"op 


6} is the ſame thing as to put light for darkneſs, and 1. 
litter for ſweet ; the Eye and Taſte not more readily 
I diſtinguiſhing between zheſe their Objects, than the 


, BY Conſcience, by the Impreſſions it receives, from good 


and evil Actions. For there is in their very Nature, 


; ſuch a Congruity or Diſproportion to the ward 


Senſe of our Heart, that we immediately approve, 


nd reap the bleſſed Fruits of Peace and ſtrong Conſo- 


lation, in the Performance of good and laudable 
Actions ; but on the contrary, are ſoon poſleſs'd with 
Trouble and Anxiety of Spirit, after the Commiſſion 
of that which is Evil. 1 

Why elſe, doth the Wicked flee, when no Man pur- p,g 


eth: why doth the mightieſt Tyrant fear? he is aw 
ais'd above the Power of Men: who can hurt him: 


wherefore doth the Murderer tremble? the Bloody 


fact was done in ſecret : none but his own Heart 
lnoweth it. What cauſes the Checks and Rebukes 
in the Conſciences of the Factious and Seditious ? 


there are more found that publickly Applaud, than 


— that diſavow their Villainies. But a4ove all, why 


ſhould a Man's own Heart condemn him? cannot 
Self-love, which no one wants, bribe oft the Evi- 


| dence 2 may not the Favour and Partiality, which 


faction ſeldom fails of in its Defence, blind the Eyes, 


or corrupt the Judgment of a Man's own Conſcience 
In his Favour? 
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No! the Heart judges for the God of Truth, and ; 
cannot but declare the Truth; for it is in the place 
of the Lord. And, that there are ſome Examples to 


the contrary, 15 (dor 0ughtwe n lee) there are 
many, that feem to enjoy profound Peace, in the, 
-.greateſt Sins; -------- let theſe two Things be confi. 
derd; | * 
1. That we cannot know what Wicked Men feelin“ 


their own Breaſts; the moſt chearful Countenance 


to appearance, may have a very heavy and aking # 
Heart. We know not the wakeſul Nights, and 
amaz d Thoughts, full of Horror, which a wounded 2 
Spirit haunts and terrifies the Sinner with wardly, 3 
which yet he may outwardly diſguiſe to others. But, 
if for a time, he ſhall alſo cheat himſelf into a Falſe 3 
Peace; it muſt be by ſuch Opiates, as lay -afleep 
the thinking Powers of the Soul, at the ſame time 
that they quict the barkings of his Conlcience. That 
--,1s, they muſt for -ſo much, make him not a May, as 
far as they give him the Enjoyment of Peace, and of 


his Sins together. 


That therefore ſome Men ſeem to be void of this 
Senle, is not an Argument of their want of Conſcience, 
but of the indiſpoſition and depravation of their Kea- 3 
(on. + Even as it is an indication of Blindneſs, not to 
giſtinguiſh Light from Darkneſs ; and of a mortity'd 3 
Member, not to be ſenſible of cutting; fo it is al- 
ways a ſure Sign of a reprobate Mind, to be eafre and 
peaſant , under the load of its own Wickedneſs. The 
greateſt Pain and Anguiſh, ſhews a poſſibility of Care 
in the afflicted Member; but a deadneſs to all Senſe, | 
ſpeaks it paſt all Remedy. And of ſuch the Apoſtle | 
ſpeaks; that, having their Underſtanding darken'd, | 


bein | 


g_ 
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leing alienated from the Life of God, through the Ig- 
rorance that is in them, becauſe of the blindueſs of their 
Heart, they are paſt Feeling ; having given themſelves 
over unto Laſcivieuſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with 
greedineſs. And he tells us Ikewiſe of thoſe, Who 


with an hot Iron. There are ſome Sins, which do 
naturally barden the Offender, and cauterize his Con- 
"AY ſcience : as the Sins of Uncleanneſs do in 2 molt Pecu- 
lar manner; and the Sin of Lying, join'd with I- 
; bocriſie; prelumptuous, malicious Falſhoods, under 
che Pretence of Sanctity. And needs muſt the Sin- 
ber be Proof againſt all Rebukes, who hath harden'd 
is Face like Flint, and thus ſteel'd his Conſcience ! 
Y paſt Shame from others, and without Senſe of feel- 
Ing in himſelf ! ------ Bur, 

2. Nevertheleſs, God by his Holy Spirit, takes his 
own time to awaken the Wicked, and to bring their 
A Sins before the Bar of their Conſcience. To which 


J conſentedſt with him, and haſt been Partaker with Adul. ** 
.. M'tcrers. Thon giveſt thy Mouth to Evil, and thy Tongue 
» Wjrameth Deceit, Thou fitteſt and ſpeakeſt againſt thy 
brother, and haſt ſlander d thine own Mother's Son. 


I(rheſe were very heinous Sins! ) yet, theſe things 
MJ thou haſt done, ſays God, aud J kept ſilence, (Me. 
12... .. 


and 
Y thou ay 2 7 Jas as i 2 an one as = 


lat 7 will reprove thee Toru God, 


* and 7 thy Sins in order before thine Eyes, C onſe der this, 28 
(} ye - 


| ci Lies in Hypocriſie, have their Conſcience ſear d — 


bu a it is ſaid, When thou ſaweſt a Thief, then thou f- 


* 
2 
| 
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ye that forget God, leaſt I tear you in pieces, and there : 


'be none to deliver. 


Thereis a time, when God will no longer keep , 
filence , but reprove, and break the Sinners ſweet ? 


Sleep; when he ſhall /et his Sins in order before the 
Eyes of his Conſcienc 


none ſhall deliver: (oe 


Laa eee Theſe are the Ar. 
* rows of the Almighty, which even the Righteous 7 


complain'd, were within him; the poyſon whereof, drank 
up his Spirit: The Terrors of God ſet themſelves in ar- 
ray againſt him, When I ſay, my Bed ſhall comfort me, 
my Couch ſhall eaſe my Complaint , then 


fa, thou ſcareſt me with Dreams, thou terrifieſt me 
thro Viſions, ſo that my Soul chuſeth Strangling and 


Death, rather than Life. A true Image of a Mind 
given up to be its own Tormenter! as 


e, and tear him in pieces, and 
4 2A. nos 2. | 


Job's was, 
tor the Tryal of his Faith, to the Buffeting of Satan, 


a ſore Affliction, which falls both upon the Righte. 


ous, and the moſt impenetrable Sinner, when ever 


God ſhall draw forth his Terrors againſt them! ſo 


was it with Zezekjah, upon the Meſſage of his Death ; 
like aCrane or a Swallow, ſo did he chatter, and mourn © 


How was Belteſhazzar appall'd in 


1 e a Dove. 


the midſt of his Impious Feaſt, at the appearance of 

the Hand, writing his Sentence on the Wall | His 
Countenance «was hang u, his Thoughts troubled him, 
the joints of his Loins were looſed, and his Knees 7 
ſmote ne... againſt another. David confeſſes, that I 
. he was as 4 Beaſt before God, for hig-Fooliſhneſs ans 


4 ** 
8. 


Ignorance: but he had his time, wherein“ he roar- 
ed for the very diſquietneſs of his Heart, and water d 
bis Couch with his Tears Day and Night, Peter con. 


firm d 


bras his Denial of Chriſt with Oaths ; but he had 
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his tine of weeping bitterly, And who can expreſs the . xxvi. 
Anguith and Horror in Judas Soul, when he went out \\\;; 3. 
and hang'd himſelf 1 
t is poſlible to live in Sin without Anxiety, but | 
Repentance will hring, this Self-Condemnation. homm 
to our Hearts, beſore ever we can fuc to God for his 
Mercy. The longer we are without it, the greater 
will be its Torture at laſt ; and inexpreſſible its weight, * g3 
it we do not repent at all. For it is not Peace, but 
Stupidity of Mind; not Happineſs, but the Deluſions 
of Satan, that keep the Contcience guzet in the ways 


of Perdition, Ulually therefore, when any ſevere ++ al 
Affliction happens, | 


then is it harraſs d, and moſt of all rack d, 
with the thoughts of what 1s paſt, diſmay'd at the 
preſent Evil, and ſunk with the Horror of what is 
to come. When Joſeph's Brethren were under Tri- 
bulation in Egyyt, then did their Hearts (mite them 
for what they had done before; We are verily guilty, Gena. 
ay they, concerning our Brother, in that we ſaw the | 
Auguiſh of his Soul, when he leſoug ht us, and we would 
wt hear ; 1 1 ple is this Diſtreſs come upon us. When 
Adonibezek had his Thumbs and great Toes cut off, 5 
then he remember'd his own Barbarity; Threeſcore Sage. 
ind ten Kings, ſaid he, having their Thumbs and great 
Toes cut off, have gather d their Meat under my Table; 
is I have done, ſo hath God requited me! A moſt 
Comfortleſs Reflection! to encreaſe his preſent Pain 
with Horror! his Conſcience forc'd him to own 
the Juſtice of his a to make the 2 

2 0 
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of it the more Intolerable! ------- But God is Juſt! 
and therefore, 


III. He will judge us ac-ording to the Sentence of 


our own Hcarts. 


This is God's own Declaration. I the Lord ſearch | 


e unto 


itſe Math,“ 4 eee T aan 2 
Wrath, and Revelation of the Righteous 


the Spirit of Grace. 
treaſureth up unto 


Pyr 
Co, 
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of God, who ſhall render to every Man according to 


his Deeds; to the Contentious that obey not the 


Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation and 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of 


Man that doth Evil. And if the Searcher of Hearts 
ſhall retribute to every Man according to what 
he finds in them; If the Fear? ſhall zreaſure up, 
and God ſhall judge accordingly; it cannot be, 
that we ſhould avoid his Judgment, being doomd 


unto it by our own Conſciences. If God is ju; 


in his Laws, he will be 7% in executing their 
Sentence, and not acquit the Sinner, that accuſes 3 
and condemns himſelf, as Guilty and Inpenitent. 


And it will be the greateſt Aggravation of our 
Miſery, that having #rought it on our ſelves, we 


The | 


condemn our ſelves to it. 


—— 
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The Self-Condemnation which this Reſiection brings, 
can be no other than God's Puniſhment. Tis not in 
the Power of Man to inſſict that Torment, which a 
Sel: Condemning Heart ſuffers ſrom 7:/clf : that in- 
ſupportable weight of! a wounded Spirit! that Worm 
which ſhall never die] that Torture which ſhall make 
the inward Hell! and no Puniſhment can be ſurer, 
or more miſerabl:, than when the Wicked arc made 
Scourgers to themſelves, and their own Iniquities 


become their 7#ward Stings, As when a Kingdom is 


given over to be its own Ruin, there needs not 
there, the deſtroying Angel, nor Plagues, Famines, 
Tempeſts, or Foreign Wars; its own People is 


more than all theſe! the Nation .muſt periſh, that Mu 


is divided againſt itſelf, and hath the Fountain of *® 


all its Miſery and Deſolation within its own 
Bowels. In like manner, it is not the outward 
viſible Judgments of Heaven, we are to look to 
fall on the Heads of impenitent Wretches, but 
their inward Racks in their own Hearts: they ſhew 
the Vengeance of Gods Arm! He that, like Pha- 


roah, will not repent ; like him, ſha/! not. He that 


will not ſit down in Godly Sorrow, to Sow in 
Tears, and to Reap in Foy; ſhall ſometime or o- 
ther Sorrow without Hope. He that will not ſee 


his Day of Grace, ſhall find his Puniſhment, in the 
utter Deſpair of it. This is the Sentence of the 


harden'd Heart, and 'tis God's, who ſtill more har- 


deneth it; his, that bringeth Good out of Evil 


to all his Faithful Servants, but worketh Evil out 
of Evil, and addeth Wrath to Wrath, againſt the 
harden'd Sinner. | 


* 2 
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Since therefore Self Condemnation muſt neceſſarily 
follow upon preſumptuous Wickedneſs, and tis the 
Sinners beſt State, Q, | 
leica tut hi Pre?) to bring him to Repentonce 

and ſince the Judgment of God will proceed upon 
the Evidence and Sentence of our own Hearts, 

let us then 
1. Reſolve to act in Uprightneſs and Integrity 
.. of Heart in all we do; let us carefully conſult the 
Dictate of cur own Conſcience, as ever we hope to 
avoid its mercileſs Rebukes in the laſt day: in which, 
Sorin if the Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the 
Self. Condemn d Sinner appear! and wherein we have 
ſinned againſt Conſcience, let our Self-Condemna- 

1 tlon be to us, the Goodneſs of God which-leadeth to Re- 
pentance, as ever we hope to eſcape our final Con- 
demnation | 

And let no Pretence or Subterſuge tempt us to Sins, 
which our Conſcience, informd by the Law of God, 
muſt needs condemn, No Inſincerity, Lying, Slan- 
der, Reviling or Defrauding. What can ſanctiſie a 
falſe Balance, that it ſhouldnot be an abomination to the 
Tord and is not the Good Name of our Brother, and 

the Peace of our Country, of more value than Wares, 

in the ſight of God, and Eſteem of Good Men? li 
- - theſe are Sins under the Chriſtian Law, (taxvkaexer 

eu er; pur p e weaſtalh thi 1 0 EUNFCCERUCETAHEEFT ) 
no Power can protect our Conſcience from that Se/f- 
Condemnation which it muſt undergo ſeverely in our 
Repentance, or remedieſly without it. Will popular 
Applauſe and Faction be our Security? be not deceiv- 
ed! That which thy Accomplices ſhall not help con- 
demning in themſelves, they are not ſincere in their 

, praiſing 
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praiſing thee for. For how ſhall they ſpare thee, when 
their own Hearts ſhall uphraid themſelves for the ſame 
Crimes ? Is then the Service of Religion the Pretence? 
This is to ſuppoſe God altogether ſuch as we are in 
our Wickedneſs. But Atheiſm itſelf is not to groſs an 
[mpiety, as to believe that God and his Holy Religi- 
on, can be ſervd by any Iniquity. Hear the Apoſtle 
They that ſay, Let us do Evil, that Good may come; id,. 
their Damnation is juſt, Tis juſt in that their Hearts 
confeſs they do Evil, and tis yet jaſter, in that they 
think their Evil will redound to God's Glory..----- 


| And therefore, 


Laſtly, Of all our Actions, our Religious Worſhip 
requires the greateſt Sincerity and Singleneſs of Heart; 
and of ail parts of our Worſhip, the Holy Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, calls for the atmoſt Integrity. 

Shall we be unſincere in that, whereon we are to rely 

or God's Mercy, in the forgiveneſs of all our Sins? 

Shall we mock God, by offering our Sacrifice there, 

where our Heart doth not go along with us? How 

then, do we love God with all the Heart, and with all the Mar-xii. 
Soul, with all our Underſtanding, Mind and Strength? 
this is the firſt and great Commandment; none other is 
greater than this. And how thall we eſcape the ſevere 
Rebuke of our Bleſſed Saviour? Ze Hypecrites ! well dMuroxnn | 
did Eſaias Prophecy of you, ſaying; This People draw. 
eth nigh unto me with their Mouths, aud honoureth me 
with their Lips, but their Heart is far from me. 

But the very Name of Religion binds, and does not 
ſet Men looſe in their Principles and Worſhip. All our 
Underſtanding, all our Heart, Mind, Soul and Strength, 
muſt go along with us into it. And therefore the Ixi- 
tiatory Sacrament into the Chriſtian Faith, is by. the 

Baptiſmal 
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Baptiſmal Vow, CarmotktSoleng Cant, hich 
doth ſtrictly engage us to continue in that Faith into 
which we have been Baptized. And nothing ſpeaks ſo 
firm and indiſſolvable an Union, as the other Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, which makes one of the 
many that ſhall reccive it worthily. For we being ma- 


. yy (ferric Apaſlleo are ove Bread, and one Body; 3 
| for we are all Partakers of that one Bread; that one 


Bread, an Emblem to our ſelves, and Pledge cf our 
Unity to each other. How then, can we ever a{ter- 
wards be divided and ſeparated, when we have been 


thus made one, by cur receiving that oe Bread, and 


one Body together ? | 
And where is that ſtrength and firmneſs of Faith, 


which ſhall enable us Clappazraieby God's Grace,, 


even to embrace Martyrdom in the Cauſe of our Re- 


ligion? where is that Sincerity of Repentance, eſpeci- i 
ally neceſſary before, and at the Holy Sacrament? 
Sincerity, aalen we bud uur Hopes in 
; 227 5 ö 2 LSS | 


n more than ordinarily neceſſary in our 
offering up this Sacrifice in Atonement for our Sins— 
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But where is it, if we are unſtable as Water, even at the 
Lord's Table ? where is that inviolable Bond of Love 
and Chriſtian Unity, which we diſſolve at Pleaſure, | 
as ſoon as we have receiv'd the Lord's Body? we may 
complain of Prophanneſs, but nothing can ever aſter 


remain Sacred in all our Religion, if this Bleſſed Sacra- ö 
crament ſhall become once thus prophan d. We may 
talk of our Fears of Popery, but it was Popiſh Diſpenſa- 


tions which gave the firſt Riſe to this Practice: and 
nothing can more readily prepare us for any change in 


Religion, than allow'd Inſincerity in the higheſt and 


Moſt 
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moſt myſterious Act of it. To which I muſt needs add 
that in my Judgment, this comes the neareſt, of any 
thing I know practic'd among. us, to the Sin of not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body; and the counting the Blood . 
of the Covenant, oberenith we are ſandlified, an Unholy 
Thing ; when this Bleſſed Sacrament ſhall become unhal- 
lowed, 
it was firſt inſtituted, and by being receiv d upon o- 
ther Motives, than at Chriſt's Command for the con- 
tinual Remembrance of his Death----.the vcry fear of ſo 
great an Evil to the Chriſtian Faith, and the Squls 
of Men, calls for all our Endeavours to prevent it, 

If Religion it{cit hall help to contribute to Infince- 
rity, and the Faith we profeſs, not be able to confirm 
onr Souls in it, nor yet the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Body to Unite us ; 3 Ill will it lare with us, when we 
all come to appeal to the Sincerity of our Hear ts in 
all our Actions! when we ſhall expect to receive be 


end of our Faith, even the Salvation of our Souls | and 4Bumion 


when we ſhall anſwer for all the cauſeleſs Schiſms and 
Diviſions, which we have made in the Body of Chriſt, 


which ts 170 Church | which our own Hearts ſhall then“ 


confeſs, either to have been cauſeleſs, or elſe (hall ap. 
braid and condemn us, for N done that, which we 
knew to be ſinful. 

To Conclude, We are all of us ſubje& to Errors. 
but even with them, we truſt that we may be accept- 
_ to God, thro' "his Mercies in Chriſt, if we have 

ly ſerv'd him according to the beſt of our Un- 
de Fading, But what Confidenge gowards God 2 what 
Aſſurance of our own Hearts can there be in this deſul- 
tory way of Worſhip, which muſt argue us { atleaſt 
w-ew- Ham, aud in 


he ight- vf G q) not hol 
os D latisfied, 


y being proſtituted to other Ends than 


| 1 
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ſatisfied, nor throughly diſſatisfied, in either Com- 
munion ? This is, not the Religion of a Pious Chri- 
ſtian, nor ſuitable to the Judgment of a Wiſe Man. 
Firm and ſtedfaſt muſt that Worſhip of God be (even 
to-Deetli and αj,ẽ0 A AMITAS pleake him 
which can bring us true Peace on our Death-Beds. In 
Teſtimony of which, the receiving of the Lord's Sup- 
per at that time, hath been the Practice of the moſt 
Faithful Servants of Chriſt, in the Communion where- 
in they have livd. A Tryal, which ought to be, 
(and L flo at all Serams Qhriſaus Ait to 
rhei Heart when ever they receive the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament, to be as if they were then at the point of 
Death ; to examine their Souls, as if ready to appear 
before the Judge of all Men, (ur todumthey ſolenmly 
i of gie whether they can 
then truly ſay, as if in the /aſt Hour, @heoamte,avhen 
cur TrutK and Ameeri 0 O Lord, 1 
* have Worſhipped thee in Truth and Integrity to the 
© beſt of my Knowledge. Neither Fear or Reward 
* hath made me deviate to the Right Hand or Left. I 
have choſen the beſt Way, and perſeverd in it. 
According to my Sincerity herein, ſo be it now 
* unto me! according to that alone, 4 no- 
* thi be mercitul O Lord, in the 
* Pardon of all my Sins, and in the Salvation of my 
* Soul, for thy Mercy fake in Jeſus Chriſt ! 


To whom with the Father, and Holy _— AMA been } 
1 


Honour for ever! 
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| Sermons Printed for Tho. Bennet, at 


the Half. moon in St. Paul's Church- 
yard. 


Sermon preach'd before the Queen and Both 

Houſes of Parliament, at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Pauls, upon the Thankſgiving for 
Vigo, Sc. by Jonathan Lord Biſhop of Exeter. 

Ten ſingle Sermons preachd on ſeveral Occaſions, 
by William Lord Biſhop of Oxford. 

Of the Reverence due to God in Publick Worſhip: A 
Sermon preach d before K. Milliam and Q. Mary at 
White-hall, by Nicholas Lord Biſhop of Cheſter. 

A Sermon for Reformation of Manners, by Faw. 
Stillingfleet, D. D. late Biſhop of Worceſter 8vo, which 
is not Printed in any of his Lordſhips Volumes of 
Sermons. | 

Two Sermons, by William Fane D. D. Dean of 
Glowceſter; one of them before K. Milliam and Q. 
Mary, the other before the Houſe of Commons, upon 
2 Day of Public Thankſgiving. | 

Two Sermons before the H. of Commons, upon 
the 8th of March (the Day of Her Majeſty's Acceſſion to 
the Throne) and the 29th of May : a Third before tile 
Governours of Bridewell and Bethlem, by Francis At- 
terbury D. D. Dean of Carliſle. 

A Sermon before the H. of Commons, on the 3oth 
of Fan. by Geo. Smalridg D. D. 

A Sermon before the H. of Commons, on the Faſt- 
Day for the Storm, by Francis Gaſtrel D. D. Canon of 
Chriſt-Church, 

Two 
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Two ermons by R. Duke, Prebendary of Glonce. 
ſter, viz, Of the Imitation of Chriſt, preach'd before 
the Queen at the Bath, Of Chrift's Kingaom, preach'd 
at the Aſſizes at Gilford, 

A Sermon before the H. of Commons, on the zoth 
of Fan, by R. Wynne, Chancellor of St. Aſaph. 

A Sermon preachd before the Lower Houſe of Con- 
vocation, on the 29th of May, by the Honourable 
Leopold William Finch, late Warden of All-Souls, 

A Sermon preach'd before the Lower Houſe of Con. 
vocation, on the th of Nov. by Jonathan Kimberley 
M. A. 


Three ſingle Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions, by 
N. Resbury, D. D. 


. 


Three Sermons preach'd at ſeveral times, at the 
Viſitation and Aſſizes at Guilford, by William Whitfeld, 
Chaplain in ordinary to Her Majeſty. 

A Diſcourſe of the Dos of ſhewing forth a Good Ex- 
ample in our Lives, preachd before the Society for |Re- 
formation of Manners, at St. Mary-le-Bow; by William 
Whitfeld, Chaplain in ordinary to Her Majeſty. 
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